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                                         AGHE Conference
 
      The Annual Meeting & Educational Leadership Conference of the 
Association for Gerontology in Higher Education (AGHE) will be held 
Mar. 3-5, 2016 in Long Beach, California. For details about the event 
and registration, visit:
http://www.aghe.org/events/annual-meeting
 
            Prior to this event there will be a number of pre-conference opportunities:
 
            -AGHE's 6th Annual Teaching Institute: Translating AGHE Competencies 
for Programmatic and Classroom Alignment
 
            Pre-conference workshops are also available:
 
            -"Working Across Systems and with Public, Profit and Nonprofit Organizations 
to Increase Relevance and Engagement in Gerontology and Geriatrics"
 
            -"Service Learning to Improve College Students' Attitudes Toward Aging: 
An Intergenerational Art Program for People with Dementia
 
            -"Deskercise: Physical Exercise to Enhance Learning
 
            -"Practical and Technical Assistance for the Program of Merit Application Process
 
            Details about pre-conference opportunities are available at:
http://www.aghe.org/events/annual-meeting/schedule-of-events-2016
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                                    THE LONGEVITY ECONOMY
 
          The so-called longevity economy, which serves the needs of Americans
over 50, is currently a $7.1 trillion market and composes 46 percent of the U.S.
economy, according to Oxford Economics. As baby boomers age, the niche is
forecasted to grow to more than $13.5 trillion by 2032."  Read more at:
 
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/10/12/top-vcs-target-7-trillion-senior-care-market.html
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                                       RETIREMENT TRENDS
 
        The Center for Retirement Research (Boston College) has released
a new study of average retirement age in the USA.  Their findings:
 
       Labor force activity among older Americans began rising in the
mid-1980s as a result of a variety of factors: changing Social Security
incentives; the shift to 401(k) plans; and improving health, longevity, and education.
 
        More recent research suggests that these factors may no longer
have the impact they've had in the past.  Average retirement age
has increased only slightly in the last 10 years: to 64 for men and 62
for women. For an answer to the question "Will the average retirement age 
continue to increase?" see:
http://crr.bc.edu/working-papers/will-the-average-retirement-age-continue-to-increase/
 
        For a collection of recent research on retirement trends, look
at the papers from the national Retirement Research Consortium conference: 
http://nber.org/programs/ag/rrc/rrc2015/
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                  CAN WE BELIEVE WHAT'S ON WIKIPEDIA?
 
     "Many people use Wikipedia without giving a second thought that
virtually anyone can update the pages at any time of day. 
If you’re not careful, you could be unfortunate enough to 
read and trust faulty information about a topic in those few 
minutes that it’s up before being corrected.
 
       Wikipedia has tried to stay on top of the issue, employing 
algorithms to help identify and correct blatantly malicious edits, 
such as profanity. But it’s more difficult for algorithms to detect the 
dynamically changing content that defines many peoples’ views on 
politically-charged science topics.
 
        [A recent study of Wikipedia science articles concluded] 'As 
society turns to Wikipedia for answers, students, educators, and 
citizens should understand its limitations when researching scientific 
topics that are politically charged. On entries subject to edit-wars, 
like acid rain, evolution, and global change, one can obtain — within 
seconds — diametrically different information on the same topic.'
 
            Wikipedia can be a fantastic source for quick, accessible 
information on almost anything one might wonder about, and it’s 
generally pretty reliable. A study published in Nature even showed 
that Wikipedia comes close to Britannica in the accuracy of its science 
entries. But it’s important to keep in mind that it might not provide 
the best way to shape your opinions about highly controversial topics. 
You know what they say — don't believe everything you read on the internet."
 
(From "Wikipedia Trolls Are Spreading False Information on Controversial
Science Topics" by Kelly Tatera, The Science Explorer, Nov. 10, 2015)
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                                   PAYING FOR LONG-TERM CARE
 
            A semi-private room in a nursing home now costs over $80,000 a year.
How to pay for that?
 
            A recent study by economist Anthony Webb from the Center for Retirement Research puts that cost into perspective.  Webb found that nursing home stays in the U.S.
are actually pretty brief: 11 months for a single man and 17 months for a single
woman. The much-cited figure that "only 4 percent of people over 65 are in nursing
homes" should well be described as "the four percent fallacy."  On a longitudinal,
or life-time basis, the risk of need for nursing home care is 44 percent for men and
58 percent for women.
 
            In short, a nursing home stays turns out to be a higher-probability but  lower
-cost event often thought, which may be why long-term care insurance is hard to sell. 
Only– 13 percent of older Americans buy such coverage to protect their financial assets
from nursing home costs.  For more details, visit:
 
http://crr.bc.edu/briefs/long-term-care-how-big-a-risk
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                                  BOOKS OF INTEREST
 
LONG-TERM CARE IN AN AGING SOCIETY: Theory and Practice,
by Graham Rowles and Pamela Teaster (Springer, 2015).
 
SOCIAL CLASS IN LATER LIFE: Power, Identity and Lifestyle, edited by 
Marvin Formosa and Paul Higgs (Policy Press, 2015).
 
THE LAST DANCE: Encountering Death and Dying, by Lynne Ann
DeSpelder and Albert Lee Strickland  (10th Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2015).
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                                        WEB SITES TO SEE
 
       AGEISM.  The entire issue of Generations (Fall, 2015) is devoted to the 
problem of ageism:
http://asaging.org/blog/pernicious-problem-ageism
 
      JOBS IN AGING.  As America’s Workforce Ages, Here’s Where the 
Jobs Will Be
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2015/12/08/as-americas-workforce-ages-heres-where-the-jobs-will-be/
 
      GREAT BLOG TO SEE: Don't miss the "Squared Away" web site and its 
"Top Ten Blogs" from 2015, at:
http://squaredawayblog.bc.edu/squared-away/readers-picks-in-2015/
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                      "It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary 
                       depends on his not understanding it." 

                                                                                    -Upton Sinclair
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This electronic newsletter, edited by Harry (Rick) Moody, is published by
the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education. The Newsletter contains
items of interest about pedagogical issues in aging. It does not publish original
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of interest or request subscription changes, contact:  hrmoody@yahoo.com
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