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                           SOCIAL SECURITY DEBATES
 
       I once had the occasion to have a private breakfast with the late 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who was a major figure in the last policy 
revision of Social Security (1983).  Moynihan famously said, "People are 
entitled to their own opinions.  They're not entitled to their own facts."  
Sen. Moynihan's quip is one that should certainly be remembered today, 
in our political season when candidates play fast and loose with facts.
 
      A recent example of the problem has been the debate about the future 
of Social Security, which will surely be front and center for years to come as 
we face the prospect of reduction in benefits (by about a quarter) in the mid-2030's, 
unless changes are made to make the system more sustainable.  No one, on all
sides of the debate, doubts this general prospect.
 
       But opinions differ on how to achieve sustainability: e.g., benefit cuts 
versus tax increases.  For many years we have known that Social Security 
replaces, on average, about 40% of income of people who are retired.  But 
last year the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) issued a report saying that 
the replacement rate was more like 60%, a presumed "fact" that turned into 
fodder for political debates about whether Social Security is providing adequate 
support for retirees.  On closer inspection, it became clear that the CBO had used a 
different base on which it calculated the percentage: previous lifetime earnings in
contrast to earnings in recent years before retirement.  Depending on which base
you use, the percentage ends up being different.  By changing the base, it becomes
difficult to compare replacement rates for different cohorts receiving Social Security
benefits.  In short, CBO had made a mistake.
 
      The debate we need to have about Social Security is an important one.  But, 
as Sen. Moynihan said, people "are not entitled to their own facts," nor should 
authoritative agencies change their accounting system without good reason.  One 
of our most respected analysts of Social Security, Alicia Munnel, Director of the 
Boston College Center for Retirement Research, concluded a recent article on this 
whole issue as follows:
 
       "It turns out that CBO’s high replacement rates were the result of an error 
that included years of low and zero earnings in the calculation. The new, corrected 
replacement rates are now consistent with the agency’s previous estimates."
 
       For more on the issues, visit:
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/social-security-in-the-crosshairs-replacement-rates-one-last-time-2016-02-12?siteid=yhoof2                      
 
       See also "Social Security Policy Options" from the Congressional Budget Office, available at:
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/51011
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                                     AGHE EXCHANGE
 
       For the latest edition of "AGHE Exchange," the newsletter of the 
Association for Gerontology and Higher education, visit:
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/AGHExchange-Winter-2016-Volume-38-No--3.html?soid=1120547116718&aid=hAGbbeCG880
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                                        POSITIVE AGING
  
          Proposals are invited for presentations at the 8th International Conference on 
Positive Aging, to be held in Washington, DC, Aug. 25-27, 2016.  The Conference
is hosted by the Society of Certified Senior Advisors and sponsored (as in the past)
by Fielding Graduate University and its Creative Longevity and Wisdom Program.  
To learn about submission of proposals for the conference visit:
http://www.csa.us/?page=PositiveAgingConf
 
          Proposals are due by Apr. 20, 2016.
 
       The SAGE Open Journal has issued Special Issue Call for Papers on "
Ethnogerontology: Enhancing Positive Productive Aging." This special edition provides 
a view of ethnogerontology highlighting developments in minority aging from 
perspectives including research, policy and practice. Issues are addressed concerning 
four national ethnic minority groups- African American, Latino, Asian and Pacific 
Islander and Native American- with an overarching theme of positive productive aging.
Proposals are due Mar. 30, 2016.  For details on submission visit:
http://sgo.sagepub.com/content/special-issue-ethnogerontology
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                                        STUDENT DEBT
 
       Here's a question of interest to readers of this newsletter, who are 
concerned about aging yet are often teaching young people:  “Will the 
Explosion of Student Debt Widen the Retirement Security Gap?”
 
       The answer? "Our latest study finds that student debt can have a big 
impact on retirement preparedness by reducing a young worker's 401(k) 
savings and delaying a home purchase," said Alicia Munnel.
 
       Factors such as reducing 401(k) savings and delaying home purchases
turn out to be relevant elements here.  
http://crr.bc.edu/briefs/will-the-explosion-of-student-debt-widen-the-retirement-security-gap/
 
       For more on this question, see:
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-02-03/here-s-the-toll-that-student-debt-can-take-on-retirement
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                                                        AGEISM
 
     More than four decades ago, Robert Butler coined the word "ageism."   
Unfortunately, the reality he described is still pervasive.
 
       For resources to struggle against ageism, these books are helpful:
 
AGEWISE: Fighting the New Ageism in America by Margaret Gullette.
(University of Chicago Press, 2011).
 
HOW TO AGE, by Anne Karpf (Macmillan, 2014).
 
LEARNING TO BE OLD: Gender, Culture, and Aging by Margaret Cruikshank 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2009).
       
       Also look at these websites:
 
      "Making Aging Positive" at:

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2014/06/valuing-the-elderly-improving-public-health/371245/
 
      "This Chair Rocks: Pushing Back Against Ageism—Which Affects Everyone" at:
 http://thischairrocks.com
 
        "The Fixes for Ageism" at:
http://changingaging.org/blog/the-fixes-for-ageism/?mc_cid=2a776ff254&mc_eid=e2ddfb13d2
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                                  BOOKS OF INTEREST

A NEW DEAL FOR OLD AGE: Toward a Progressive Retirement 
 (Harvard Univ. Press, 2016).
 
RESEARCHING THE LIFE COURSE: Critical Reflections from the Social Sciences
edited by Nancy Worth and Irene Hardill (Policy Press, 2015): late in 2015
 
THE END GAME: How Inequality Shapes Our Final Years, by Corey Abramson 
(Harvard Univ. Press, 2015)
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                                        WEB SITES TO SEE
 
        IMAGES OF AGING.  See the Frameworks study on "Reframing Aging" at:
http://frameworksinstitute.org/reframing-aging.html
 
        LONG TERM CARE.  Read "Initial Recommendations to Improve the Financing
of  Long-Term Care" at:
http://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/BPC-Health-Long-Term-Care.pdf
 
       JAMES BIRREN.  For an interview with the late James Birren, from the USC Archives, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXMzuNV2kyw&feature=youtu.be
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                 "Nothing is so difficult as not deceiving oneself."
 
                                                 -Ludwig Wittgenstein
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