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                            GREAT DEBATES IN AGING     
           
       Are we preparing our students to hear opposing voices about the
key issues in aging? Or are we falling into a pattern all too common
in higher education, in which we sometimes unwittingly exclude opposing voices?
 
    "College students rarely these days get to see real debates between
scholars who take different sides on an issues... Way too often they
get in a class where they hear whatever the professor happens to believe
and even if the professor thinks he's being even-handed and giving
students a fair account of those who disagree with his point of view,
there's nothing like having someone who actually believes the opposite
there to debate."
 
(George Leef, director of research, John William Pope Center for
Higher Education Policy).
 ---------------------------------------<<< >>> --------------------------------
             WHAT WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT ALZHEIMER'S
 
     The Obama Administration, a few years ago, declared a major
on Alzheimer's Disease, with big expenditures planned for new research. 
I could not help but reminded of my conversation with Newt Gingrich
when he spoke at an AARP Member Event and expressed highest
confidence that we could beat Alzheimer's within a few years with
an sustained research effort. When I questioned Gingrich privately afterward his confidence was undimmed.
 
     The Obama Administration evidently agrees with that confidence,
aiming at a cure for Alzheimer's by 2025.  But some experts say the
2025 deadline is unrealistic: "No one set a deadline for the 'War on
cancer' or in the fight against HIV/AIDS. We make progress and we
keep fighting. The same should be true for Alzheimer's," said Dr. Sam Gandy, an Alzheimer's researcher at Mount Sinai School of Medicine.
 
    He added: "In my mind, that provides the unfortunate sense that we will have 'failed' if we don't have a cure by 2025."
 
      A more recent perspective:
 
      “It has been 12 years since any new compounds have been advanced for Alzheimer’s disease. I think that reflects our fundamental misunderstanding of the disease. As you know, the primary hypothesis for Alzheimer’s disease is what is called an amyloid cascade hypothesis.  Unfortunately, all of the large phase,  (what are called Phase Three efficacy trials), have failed. I think the field is really struggling now with what really does cause Alzheimer’s disease and how we can
tackle that best.”
 
       From Caregiver Thought Leader Interview with  Dr. Samuel Henderson, Vice President, Research and Development, Accera, Inc.,  TODAY'S CAREGIVER, at:
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=3a9dceeae152c6cd205d8a038&id=ac44213bfc&e=05b5124212
 
            See also: Peter Whitehouse, THE MYTH OF ALZHEIMER'S: What You Aren't Being Told About Today's Most Dreaded Diagnosis (St. Martin's, 2008).
 
     For more on "Alzheimer's Myths" see:
http://www.alz.org/alzheimers_disease_myths_about_alzheimers.asp
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                               AGE-INTEGRATION AND HOUSING
       "Age-integration" is a good thing, right?  Different age groups living

together is the way it's supposed to be, like it was in the good old days?

       Well, maybe that's a question deserving more critical reflection.

See "Should older Americans live in places segregated from the young?" by Stephen Golant (The Conversation, Sept. 30, 2015):

https://theconversation.com/should-older-americans-live-in-places-segregated-from-the-young-47340
 
       Also, see Golant's recent book AGING IN THE RIGHT PLACE.
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               INCOME TRENDS: Running to Stay in Place     
      "Median household income in constant 2014 dollars has changed very little since 1978 and remains well below its peak in 1999.The reason that household income has not gone up is that earnings have been stagnant. Real earnings for all male workers in 2014 were almost exactly what they were in 1978 and for full-time year-round workers they were substantially lower.
	Table 3. Median Earnings of Male Workers in 2014 Dollars, 1978, 1999, and 2014

	Year
	All workers
	Full-time, year-round

	2014
	$40,638
	$50,383

	1999
	$42,752
	$51,724

	1978
	$40,420
	$52,403

	Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Income and Poverty in the United States: 2014.


      For those of us interested in retirement security, these numbers create an enormous challenge.
 
      How can people put aside enough during their working lives to finance retirements that will last on average 20 years?
 
     From "Census Presents Dreary Picture on Income and Earnings," by Alicia Munnell, MarketWatch (Oct. 14, 2015).
 -------------------------------------------<<< >>> -----------------------------------
                                   SLIDES ON SOCIAL SECURITY
      
      The National Academy of Social Insurance has just published a set of
Power Point slides, available at no cost, and updated to reflect the estimates
of the 2015 Trustees Report.  The slides provide a valuable primer about all
aspects of Social Security.  To get the slides, visit:
https://www.nasi.org/socialsecurityprimer
 -------------------------------------------<<< >>> -----------------------------------
  
                                        BOOKS OF INTEREST
AGING AND THE DIGITAL LIFE COURSE, edited by David Prendergast and 
Chiara Garatinni  (Berghahn Press, 2015).
POPULATION AGEING FROM A LIFECOURSE PERSPECTIVE: Critical 
and International Approaches, edited by Kathrin Komp and Stina Johansson 
(Policy Press, 2015).
DIVERSITY EXPLOSION: How New Racial Demographics are Remaking America, 
by William H. Frey (Brookings Institution Press).                           
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                        “The best teachers are those who show you where to look 
                          but don’t tell you what to see.”
                                                                                  -Alexandra Trenfor
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